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The Global Organic Textile Standard (GOTS) 
is the worldwide leading textile processing 

standard for organic fibres, including  
ecological and social criteria, backed up  
by independent certification of the entire 

textile supply chain.
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Our vision is that organic textiles  
will become a significant part of  

everyday life, enhancing people’s lives 
and the environment.
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inputs and our environmental criteria
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BENEFITS OF GOTS  
CHEMICAL APPROVAL

1 	 INCREASED MARKET CREDIBILITY 
AND CUSTOMER TRUST 
GOTS-approved chemical products are 
made from non-hazardous substances  
and do not pose a risk to the environment 
or human health. In addition, the GOTS  
chemical approval process ensures that  
safe working conditions are maintained 
while manufacturing the chemicals.

2 	 ACCESS TO NEW MARKETS 

Securing GOTS approval for your chemicals 
grants access to new markets, while elevat-
ing your company’s visibility and reputation 
within the industry. As the demand for 
organic and sustainable products insreases, 
GOTS approval for your chemical products 
serves as a powerful tool to penetrate this 
thriving market. This showcases that your 
products comply with rigorous environmen-
tal and social criteria of GOTS.

3 	 IMPROVED CHEMICAL SAFETY 

The GOTS applies a strong system to tackle 
the issue of controlling and limiting the use 
of hazardous chemicals. The criteria in  
place provide not only robust solutions for 
chemical safety in the processing of textiles 
but also serve as a risk management tool 
for the product and the business alike.

4 	 DIFFERENTIATION FROM COMPETITORS 
GOTS chemical approval shows commit-
ment to environmental responsibility.  
It enhances your company’s reputation 
among customers, retailers, and consumers 
who are increasingly conscious of the 
environmental and health impacts of 
chemicals used in textile production.

http://global-standard.org
mailto:mail@global-standard.org


GOTS CHEMICAL MANAGEMENT –
ASSURANCE ON ALL LEVELS

HOW TO GET CHEMICAL INPUTS
APPROVED

ON CHEMICAL PRODUCT LEVEL

Any chemical substance or
product intended to be used for
the processing of GOTS-certified
goods must be assessed and
approved by an accredited 
thirdparty certifier before its use  
in the GOTS supply chain.

ON TEXTILE PRODUCERS’ LEVEL

Every GOTS Certified Entity 
that produces certified goods 
must comply with the chemical, 
environmental and social criteria  
set by GOTS.

GOTS-certified entities must have 
chemical management practices 
to ensure that chemical inputs and 
outputs are handled responsibly. 
Chemical traceability and trans-
parency practices also need to be 
in place. Wastewater, solid waste, 
as well as sludge waste containing 
chemicals are all treated before 
being released into the environment.ON CHEMICAL MANUFACTURERS’ 

LEVEL

As a holistic standard, GOTS not
only sets criteria for chemical
products themselves but also  
for the facilities in which chemicals 
are manufactured. Manufacturers 
of GOTS-approved chemicals must 
comply with specific environmental 
and social criteria, including waste
water and emissions management, 
as well as measures that address 
safety and workers’ rights. 

Every chemical input intended to be used
on textile products need to be mandatorily
approved by a GOTS-approved Certifier.

ON END-PRODUCT LEVEL

GOTS requires product quality 
control tests on finished goods to 
ensure that there are no harmful 
chemical residues that could 
potentially bear risks for consumers. 
In addition, any accessory used 
on GOTS Goods must comply with 
specific safety requirements.

WHERE DO MY CHEMICAL INPUTS COME FROM?

As of GOTS V. 7.0, chemical inputs on the  
GOTS Positive List now require sub-contractors  
to be audited – thus, the sources of chemical  
formulators are inspected, as well!

Application to a GOTS-approved
Certifier (Scope 4)

On-site audit by the Certifier on
the chemical formulator’s premises

Approval of Chemical Inputs
via a Letter of Approval

Trade names of the approved
chemicals are listed on the
public GOTS Positive List

Assessment of chemical inputs
by the Certifier

LEARN MORE
ABOUT HOW TO
GET ADDITIVES

APPROVED!
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